our thanks to the organizers of ISFI 2016, the National Association of Fire Investigators (NAFI), and especially the late Patrick Kennedy and Christine Meier, for their encouragement and for making possible the publication of this Special Issue as a result of the symposium. Patrick Kennedy died as this Special Issue was being prepared and, consequently, the issue is dedicated in his memory.
Patrick M. Kennedy, 70, of Sarasota, FL, died on 4 March 2017. With over 55 years of professional experience, Pat Kennedy was the senior-most active fire analyst, with more years of experience than any other active fire investigation professionals. He was the Principal Expert Fire and Explosion Analyst for John A. Kennedy and Associates for over 30 years. Patrick held three Bachelor of Science degrees, including a Summa Cum Laude degree in Fire and Safety Engineering Technology from the University of Cincinnati.
He was the author, along with his father John Kennedy , of several fire and explosion investigation textbooks that were among the earliest works in the profession. Pat Kennedy served on several prominent fire investigations-related codes and standards committees of both ASTM and NFPA. Within NFPA, he served as a charter principal member of the Technical Committees on Fire Investigations (NFPA 921) and principal member the Technical Committee on Fire Investigator Professional Qualifications (NFPA 1033). He was the Immediate Past Chairman of the NFPA Fire Science and Technology Educators Section and was the Chairman of the Board of the National Association of Fire Investigators (NAFI).
Born in Chicago, IL, Pat moved to Sarasota, FL, from Algonquin, IL, in 1996. He is survived by his wife, Sue Kennedy of Sarasota, FL, three daughters, Christine (Richard) Meier, Heather (Don) Perkins, and Kathryn (Barry) Smith; his mother Dorothy Kennedy and five grandchildren. His legacy to fire investigation will be continued by his three daughters and one son-in-law who actively work in the fire investigation field, the thousands of students he taught during his career, and the many colleagues, friends, and adversaries he leaves behind. Finally, highly specific to the present Special Issue, Patrick Kennedy will be remembered as the person who made the ISFI fire investigation conferences a reality.
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